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Ten small, sophisticated gadgets to keep you content on the road. They say you can’t take it with you. Whoever ’they’ are,
they’re wrong. 

Nowadays, you can take quite a bit with you wherever you go. Shoot across the country for business or to the south of France
for an escape, and not only can you take your e-mail, you can also take your high-speed Internet connection, your movies,
music, maps and directions, even your high-definition TV service. And none of the technology requires heavy lifting,
oversized battery packs or a steep learning curve. 

Portable personal electronics have been big business since Sony unveiled the Walkman in 1979, but in recent years, the trend
has accelerated. According to the Arlington, Va.-based Consumer Electronics Association , portable music technology
outsold home audio equipment in 2005 for the first time in history. Wireless handset makers are expected to sell 125 million
units this year, creating $16 billion in sales. And notebook computers routinely outsell desktop PCs. 

There are two main reasons for this increasing portability. 

First, the seemingly inexhaustible ability of the electronics industry to cram lots of processing power into tiny products has
created items that are small and actually useful--there are notebook computers as powerful as desktops and phones with much
of the functionality of PCs. 

Second, the swift expansion of high-speed wireless technology across the country and around the world has made it easy to
remain connected on the road. Current projects such as Wireless Philadelphia and a combined effort by EarthLink and
Google are attempting to provide blanket Wi-Fi coverage for Philly and San Francisco, respectively. Meanwhile, super-fast
third-generation mobile networks are finally taking hold in the U.S. and are available from almost all the major wireless
carriers in big cities--which means you can get more and bigger stuff on gadgets like cellphones and PDAs. 

In Pictures: Ten Tech Toys For Travelers 
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