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Strategic Hotels & Resorts (NYSE:BEE) announced the appointment of Sir David M. C. Michels, 61, a member of the
company’s board of directors, to the newly created consulting position of Senior European Strategist. 

In this capacity, Michels will coordinate and advance the company’s European strategy. Michels will retain his board
position, however will resign from all committees and relinquish associated responsibilities, including his role as Chairman of
the Compensation Committee. 

Michels has spent 37 years in the leisure industry, primarily in hotels. He currently sits on the board of directors of The
British Land Company plc, easyJet plc and Marks & Spencer plc. From 2000 until 2006, he was CEO of Hilton Group plc
and from 1999 to 2000, he was CEO of Hilton International. Michels was a non-executive director of Hilton Hotels
Corporation from 2000 to 2005 and served as CEO of Stakis plc from 1991 to 1999. 

Laurence Geller, chief executive officer of Strategic Hotels & Resorts, commented, "Europe has always been a vital
component of this company’s overall strategic plan. We are thrilled to capitalize on Sir David’s impressive depth of hotel
experience, unsurpassed reputation, contacts and influence that he will bring to this role. With his concentrated efforts on
both our existing properties and the burgeoning European marketplace, our corporate senior management team can focus its
attention more completely on the broad range of opportunities and project execution in our North American portfolio, with
the confidence that, under Sir David’s aegis, we are improving and strategically considering the expansion of our European
business." 

Michels will continue to reside and establish his base for Strategic Hotels & Resorts’ operations in London. 
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