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Unusually High Gas Prices Will Not Deter Thanksgivifravelers
2007-11-15

AAA Expects a Modest Increase in Holiday Travel

Travelers this Thanksgiving are facing record high gas prices for November but they will not be deterred from seeing frie
and family this holiday. AAA estimates that 38.7 million Americans will travel 50 miles or more from home this holiday, a
modest 1.5 percent increase from last year’s 38.1 million travelers.

"The interesting trend this holiday season is gas prices,’ said Robert L. Darbelnet, President and CEO of AAA. 'This is th
first time that we have seen gas prices topping more than $3.00 a gallon in November. A year ago prices were in the ran
$2.20 a gallon, so this year travelers are really feeling the pinch. But Thanksgiving is traditionally a time for family
gatherings and higher gas will not discourage Americans from connecting with their loved ones.’ This is consistent with
historical data, which shows that high gas prices do not generally keep people from traveling by car.

While travelers will be paying more at the pump, they will be getting a break in other areas of their travel budget this holic
Following steep increases last year, hotels, airfares and car rental prices are all either flat or showing a drop in price,
according to AAA’s Leisure Travel Index., compared to last year, Holiday hotel rates are down three percent for AAA-Ral
Three Diamond hotels, after a significant increase last year. Rates at AAA Two Diamond hotels are up by only one perce
this holiday. Expect lower rates for rental cars, as well, with an average decrease of 12 percent. With an average seven
percent decrease from last year, airline passengers will be getting a bit of a break this holiday.

Approximately 31.2 million travelers (80 percent of all holiday travelers) expect to go by motor vehicle, a 1.3 percent
increase from the 30.8 million who drove in 2006.

'Our advice for travelers this holiday season is to do your homework before you fill your tank for your Thanksgiving
excursion. AAA.com can be a great resource,’ said Darbelnet. Travelers can usewhvenfrEaelcostcalculator.com web

site to get an estimate of how much money they will be spending on gas during their trip. Also, AAA.com now provides tt
locations and prices for more than 100,000 gas stations in the U.S. so long distance travelers can know in advance whei
find the cheapest fuel along their route.

AAA expects 4.7 million Americans (12.1 percent of holiday travelers) to travel by airplane, up 2.2 percent from last
Thanksgiving holiday. A projected 2.8 million travelers will go by train, bus, or other mode of transportation.

It is no secret that air travel this year has been a real challenge, with record flight delays and other service issues,’ said
Darbelnet. 'This holiday we are urging travelers to practice Defensive Flying, by taking simple precautions that can help
make their air travel hassle-free.” Some examples include checking airline web sites before leaving to be aware of flight
delays, using cell phone speed dials to program the numbers for airlines, hotels, car rentals and the people you are visiti
you can contact them quickly. Other suggestions from AAA include taking flights early in the day, flying direct whenever
possible and making sure to have supplies like food, cash, medicine and personal entertainment devices in carry on luge
in case you are stuck for a few hours in the airport.

This holiday season AAA collected additional demographic information on holiday travelers and found some interesting
results. The largest portion of holiday travelers, 43.3 percent, will travel with two to three other people from the same
household, while 21.8 percent will be traveling with four or more people from their household. Another 34.8 percent will &
traveling alone or with one other person from their household.

Survey data for this holiday also shows that people with children tend to travel with them. Of families with children, 71.1
percent will be taking their kids with them and 28.9 percent will be traveling without them. The region with the greatest
percentage of family travelers is the West at 79.8 percent, followed by the Midwest at 74.2 percent, the Southeast at 68.'
percent and the Northeast at 65 percent.

In terms of income, 44.3 percent of holiday travelers say they earn $40,000 or less, 32 percent earn between $40,000 ar
$75,000 and 23.4 percent earn $75,000 or more. Nearly 60 percent (59.4 percent) of travelers this holiday are married a
18.9 percent are single with the remainder falling into other categories. Finally, 40 percent will be coming from big cities,
23.7 percent from the suburbs and 35.5 from rural areas of the U.S.

The greatest number of Thanksgiving auto travelers will originate in the Southeast with 9 million, followed by the West, 7
million, Midwest, 6.6 million, the Great Lakes, 6.2 million, and the Northeast, 2.4 million.

The Southeast is expected to produce the largest number of air travelers with 1.3 million, followed closely by the West w
expects 1.2 million air travelers. The Midwest comes next with 783,000, then the Northeast with 769,000, and Great Laks
with 646,000.

Traditionally Thanksgiving is a time for people to visit friends and family, so as expected the vast majority of this year’'s
travelers expect to stay at a friend or relative’s home. Hotels and motels are usually the second choice of lodging for
Thanksgiving travelers followed by cabin/condo and camper/trailer/RV/tent.
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Several AAA online offerings can help travelers with their holiday journeys. AAA’s Internet TripTik(C) routings and
TourBook(R) guides put comprehensive trip planning resources at AAA members’ fingertips through AAA.com.

Research for Thanksgiving holiday travel is based on a national web survey of 2,200 adults by the Travel Industry
Association, which conducts special research for AAA. The survey was conducted October 22-26, 2007.

As North America’s largest motoring and leisure travel organization, AAA provides its more than 50 million members witt
travel, insurance, financial and automotive-related services and member-only savings. Since its founding in 1902, the
not-for-profit, fully tax-paying AAA has been a leader and advocate for the safety and security of all travelers.
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