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Ameristar Casinos Names Brent Willits Senior Vice President and General Manager of Ameristar

Council Bluffs
2008-06-09

Ameristar Casinos, Inc. (NASDAQ:ASCA) today announced the appointment of Brent Willits as Senior Vice President an
General Manager of Ameristar Council Bluffs, effective June 16. Willits replaces current Senior Vice President and Gene
Manager Teresa Meyer, who will retire at the end of the month after 13 years with the company.

"We’'re thrilled to have Brent join the Ameristar team," said Ameristar Senior Vice President of Operations Michelle Shrivi
to whom Willits will report. "Brent is an experienced casino executive who has worked in a variety of roles that give him &
wonderful perspective on growing an already strong business and offering its guests unparalleled service. He’'s been
recognized for his ability to inspire teams to achieve significant goals in guest service, employee satisfaction and financic
operations, which are all areas critical to Ameristar’s continuing success."

Willits joins Ameristar from Harrah’s Entertainment, Inc., where he served as Vice President of Operations at the compat
Horseshoe property in Bossier City, La. In that position, he was responsible for overall operations at the market-leading,
full-service casino and hotel, which produced annual revenues in excess of $275 million. He was promoted to that positic
from the post of Regional Vice President of Slots for Harrah’s Northwest Louisiana operations.

He began his professional career as a Captain for the American River Transportation Company and worked for two othe
casino companies before joining Harrah's in 1993.

"Ameristar Council Bluffs is a successful property in a competitive and vibrant gaming market," Willits said. "l am excited
return to my native lowa to help lead Ameristar Council Bluffs to an even stronger market position by building on the
company’s legacy of fantastic guest service and product quality.”

Willits holds a master’s degree in Organizational Psychology from Louisiana Tech University, and a bachelor’'s degree, ¢
laude, in Business Management from Mid-Continent University. He also holds a Commercial Pilot License and an Unlimi
Masters License in the Merchant Marine, the highest level of professional qualification among mariners.

Willits is currently involved in many volunteer activities for the United Way, was a member of the United Way Pillar Socie
and is a volunteer aviator for LifeLine Pilots, which provides needy individuals with free air transportation on small aircraf
to distant health care facilities. He and his family will be relocating to the Council Bluffs area.

Willits succeeds Meyer, a 30-year casino industry veteran who held the Senior Vice President and General Manager role
since 2006 after being promoted through a number of management roles at the property. "Teresa led Ameristar Council
Bluffs’ success with her strong business sense, attention to detail and commitment to accountability,” Shriver said. "Ever
at Ameristar has great appreciation for Teresa’s candor, energy, enthusiasm and passion for a job well done. She will be
missed."
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