
U2’s Bono, Edge win Dublin hotel legal battle
2008-07-22 

U2 stars Bono and The Edge won a four-year legal battle Thursday to reshape their old-fashioned Dublin hotel, the Clarence,
into a futuristic landmark - a decision that appeared to fly in the face of Ireland’s conservative planning laws. 

Ireland’s planning board approved a $235 million plan produced by British architect Lord Norman Foster to gut and
drastically expand the riverside hotel. The new complex would more than triple the number of its rooms to 166 and would
feature a massive, floodlit glass roof atrium. 

Bono, The Edge and their property-development partner Paddy McKillen said that the verdict was "great news for Dublin and
for Temple Bar in particular." Temple Bar is the neighboring cobblestone-street tourist district packed with pubs and music. 

Their opponents said, however, that the decision demonstrated the exceptional political clout wielded by Dublin’s most
famous musical sons. 

"We would obviously condemn the decision. It undermines national legislation on architectural heritage because of the
number of protected sites being demolished," said Ian Lumley, an officer with An Taisce, Ireland’s heritage-protection
organization. 
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