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Benihana Inc. Reports Total Restaurant Sales and Comparable Restaurant Sales for the First Fiscal Quarter 2009

Benihana Inc. (NASDAQ: BNHNA, BNHN), operator of the nation’s largest chain of Japanese theme and sushi restaurar
today reported total restaurant sales as well as comparable restaurant sales for the sixteen-week first fiscal quarter 2009
July 20, 2008.

Total restaurant sales for the sixteen-week period ended July 20, 2008 increased 5.0% to $93.9 million from $89.4 milliol
the sixteen-week period ended July 22, 2007. For the first fiscal quarter 2009, Company-wide comparable restaurant sal
were (4.9%), including (3.4%) at Benihana teppanyaki, (9.1%) at RA Sushi, and (7.7%) at Haru.

For the first fiscal quarter 2009, Benihana teppanyaki represented approximately 68.4% of consolidated restaurant sales
while RA Sushi and Haru accounted for 18.9% and 12.7% of consolidated restaurant sales, respectively. There were a t
1,348 store-operating weeks in the first fiscal quarter of 2009 compared to 1,219 store-operating weeks in the first fiscal

quarter of 2008.

"First quarter comparable sales results, while consistent with our full year expectations, reflect the challenging economic
environment we find ourselves in today. We have and will continue to stress the value and distinct experience we offer o
guests through ongoing advertising and marketing efforts, which enable us to create mindshare and drive frequency acrc
our restaurant base,’ said Joel A. Schwartz, Chairman and Chief Executive Officer.
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