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I am very sad to report a terrible tragedy at our Marriott hotel in Islamabad, Pakistan. At approximately 7:00 p.m. local time,
a large truck pulled up to the security checkpoint of the heavily guarded hotel and exploded. The huge blast engulfed the front
of the hotel and ruptured a gas line, which caused a large fire to break out. 

We put a very high premium on security at Marriott. In this case, I salute the bravery of the security personnel who were right
there when the suicide bomber struck. They had stopped the truck just outside the fortified gate. They were examining it
when the bomb detonated. Sadly each member of the team was killed. These guys were defending the lives of hotel guests
and their fellow co-workers. They were killed in the line of their duty. 
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