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What if you could present yourself as a company that is useful to 
Muslim travelers? What if you showed them where Halal food is 
available? What if you showed how the people of that area are 
receptive to the faith? What if you allowed people to filter against 
the things that concern them (rather than via the price and rating
of a place)?

For young Muslim travelers – forewarned is forearmed.
And that means recommendations, reviews and first-hand
experiences are key during the booking phase.

Reach out. 
Find, incorporate, promote, and celebrate those in 
the Muslim travel world who are influential voices. 
Invite them in. Make them discoverable on your 
platform. Collaborate with them.
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Put on a hijab when you travel and it can feel as though you’ve 
separated yourself; that you’re wearing the stereotypes & 
prejudices too often portrayed by the media. But travel is an 
opportunity to blur, and to erase them. Meeting people who have 
never encountered a Muslim, and sharing an experience with them 
is one of the fastest ways to highlight what we have in common. 
And the responsibility to break down the barriers, address the 
stereotypes, and prove commonality is something that is felt by 
many young Muslim travelers. 

Integrate. Don’t separate.
Many companies seem to forget this. In a bid to 
reassure us of the safety and appropriateness of a 
place, they show Muslims in numbers and the few 
places that are exclusive to us. Letting us mingle, 
and hang out with people who may not know 
people like us, is something that we really value.
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Being a Halal traveler in 2019 feels a lot like being a vegetarian 
traveler in the 1970s. Not all places cater to us. Those who do tend 
to offer things from the cheaper end of the menu, and most seem 
to think that we’d be ‘more comfortable’ hanging out in places 
where everyone shares our restrictions and beliefs.

But many Muslim travelers are interested in the very best of life, 
not just in the bits of life that are compliant. Don’t just meet our 
needs – blow our minds.

Make it awesome
What if you included more of the few things that 
every Muslim traveler need – from Halal food,
to places to pray, to washroom facilities? 
This can elevate your offer in our eyes.
Don’t just stop there. Make it glamorous.
Make it adventurous. Make it the most 
Instagrammable Halal-friendly experience in
the world.
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Just like any young social traveler, we’re not only feeding our 
minds, we’re feeding our feeds. Helping people find visual 
nourishment for their social media feeds (especially Instagram) is 
key to having them enjoy the experience. Think Instagram butlers, 
‘must get’ photo spots, and easy access to visual delights. Curate 
your beauty spots (73% of your travelers are looking to post to 
Instagram).

New places, new pictures
In Indonesia, with its youthful Muslim majority,
one of the top travel questions on Indonesian 
travel sites is “how many instagrammable 
monuments and attractions does the location 
have?” This just shows that if you can feed their 
feed, you’ll fuel their appetite. 
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Technology and community can help a traveler avoid the bad 
places, and focus on the good. But not all local restaurants,
stores, washroom facilities, and mosques are plugged in to them.
They need to be. What if there are apps that allow young Muslim 
travelers to share their experiences, tag the places that are 
friendly, and help travelers stay in contact with the local 
community while far from home? It’s crazy that only the small
sites and specialist blogs are doing this. Surely this is a massive 
opportunity for the big boys.

Is there an app for that?
Why can’t an app map out an amazing itinerary 
for me, plus give me a list of prayer halls, mosques, 
and Halal restaurants along the way?
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Our parents (and grandparents) were concerned with stability – 
with providing the best of the basics, like housing and education. 
But the new generation is not worried about stability, they’re more 
concerned with making a splash, of experiencing things. With it 
comes the idea that travel can accelerate our progress up the 
career ladder, and this idea is increasingly gaining traction. 
Travel as an investment in worldliness (not as a selfish indulgence). 

An experience is an investment
We’re finding new ways to turn these ‘wants’
into ‘musts’. So if you’re looking to nudge us
from ‘I should splash out’ into ‘I need to do this’
then don’t forget the investment narrative.
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There’s also a sense among young people that while they may 
have ‘all the time in the world’ to travel, the world that they want 
to see has considerably less time. As seas and lakes evaporate, 
ski seasons shrink, tropical islands sink and ‘must see’ attractions 
close their doors to the hoards, there’s a real sense of ‘now or 
never’ urgency at work here – which can help explain the 
swelling rate of Muslim travelers.  

Let us help
Sustainability, a healthy environment, and 
leaving a light footprint are all important to these 
young ‘Halal travelers’. Don’t be afraid to involve 
them in the greening of a destination. Vacations 
that allow for volunteerism, and let them give 
back to the world, will surely be popular.
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Muslim women are becoming more influential in planning and 
deciding on travel. Conversations in travel forums and social 
media communities for travel partners are becoming more 
common, with trips organised to bring together fellow female 
Muslim travelers on tours like The Travelling Muslimahs, Global 
Muslimah Trip, and Women Only Sisters Safari, especially for those 
without a male family member to accompany them. With the 
Internet, you’re never alone. So, why travel solo?

Birds of a feather
Sisters travel groups have given rise to hijab-free 
holidays – female only beach holidays at private 
villas, where they can be themselves and let loose. 
Even some Halal-conscious hotels have set a time 
every afternoon where the pool and spa is only 
accessible to women, and is managed and staffed
by women. What can you do to attract the sisters 
travel groups?
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We travel to learn. We travel to discover. We travel to make 
friends. We are from a religion that has deep and ancient 
roots, and a culture responsible for everything from coffee 
culture to accounting. We are interested in depth, in belief,
in why things matter to people. So, show us your roots.
Highlight the places of belief, of culture, of significance to you.

Show, and we will show our gratitude
The best holidays are the ones where you
show us what’s real to you, what’s out there. 
Something that can make the travel 
memorable, one that we will appreciate for 
years to come. 
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If we’re not in your boardrooms, we’re not on your 
radar. Or, at least keep us in mind, the next time 
you decide on something.


